
Teaching Writing --Gifts from the Tribe: Summary of a Study on How Five Canadian Writers Write and How These Writers Teach Writing, 1989 by Dr. Leah Fowler

Five published writers who teach writing affirm writing as a vital human activity.

Researchers of the writing process report that writing is a recursive activity.

        R1

      R2

     
 R3


R4

preparation

prewriting
       prevision

     creative thinking

incubation

writing

       vision

     first drafting

illumination

rewriting
       revision

     reading draft

resolution






     re-drafting









     editing

Stages Described by the Writing Community:
1. Creative thinking

- persistent sensitive alertness to the world


- vision, dialogue remembered, listening, reading


- journals, notebooks, lists, spiderwebs, phrases, images

2. First drafting

- getting the words on paper, writing the sense, meaning, jist


- needed, have to write to understand, addictive, have write every day


- epiphany, euphoria, discovery, pleasure, release


- freefall, freewriting, first thime through to the end, just write it badly first

3. Reading or hearing the draft

- see the words written, hear them spoken aloud, oral tradition, infancy of



communication


- writer becomes reader and listener


- identifies troubled passages


- story telling and that that means -- truth, talk, meaning

4. Redrafting

- carpentry, renovations, rebuilding


- more and less, precision, meaning clarified, new stuff added, substiture, delete


- second illumination, conscious competence


- both reifing and regrounding


- wisdom and understnading informs these drafts(s) and sets them apart from the



beginning writing.

5.  Editing

- for a real audience, public display


- sense of other, of audience, of human consideration


- polish of form and style, with intent


- “benefice aforethought”

Steps 1, 2, 3 are writing phases; 4 and 5 are editing, which are two different processes.

Among the five writers there were five common denominators of writing pedagogy:
• establish a setting and context for writing by students

• get them ready to write by providing craft information

• have them actually do the writing; writers learn to write well by writing

• have students share their writing through oral or silent reading with a partner or class

• nurture students’ autonomy and responsibility for their own words

The fundamental characteristics of a successful writer are:
• enough silence to find one’s own voice

• time (real time)

• discipline (making yourself “just do it”--never mind waiting for inspiration: false myth)

• careful attention to detail (in language and semantics and style)

• carry a notebook or journal to make notes to oneself continually

• familiarity with language (write a lot, read a lot)

• willingness to struggle and revise and rewrite

Preparation of writing teachers is very important:
• teachers need to be familiar with all aspects of the writing process on a personal level 
(that is they need to be writing, they need to write along with their students)

• well-versed with both classical literature and the writing and pop culture of one’s own 
time and place

• keep current from “periodicals” about to “process” of writing; involved with writing

• be prepared to teach students critical reading in terms of “illumination” rather than 
criticism of new writing

What Can Teachers Do to Adhere to a Writerly Process for Students?
• give topics very early for thinking, spider-webbing, notebook free-writing--lead time

• ask for, and stand guard over, silence and thought time in the classroom to validate 
writing as a valuable human activity.

• have computers available because they really assist the draft, edit, and rewrite phases;


try booking Language Arts classes in the computer labs, or writing centers in


the classroom for computer work and printing of final drafts.

• the teacher’s role is one of reader, trusted adult, or editor NOT examiner or judge at the 
writing phase...that is long after the editing stage. Ask questions as a reader.


A Japanese proverb says “When a child stands in awe of a falling petal, then is the 
time to teach the laws of gravity.”; so it is with grammar.

• the lack of consensus among writers and teachers of writing about the perfect way to write is good news.  There are many effective ways of teaching and writing so there is room for your personal style when writing process and product are being taught.

The act of writing itself teachers the write.  We support our students in the beginning, coach in the middle of the project or year, and then challenge and edit nearer the end.

Teach them the power of their words.

