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The Language Arts Curriculum for Alberta
General Outcome #1 – Students will listen, speak, read, write, view, and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences.
1.1 Discover and Explore
• Express ideas and develop understanding • Experiment with language and forms
• Express preferences   • Set goals
1.2 Clarify and Extend
• Consider others’ ideas  • Combine ideas • Extend understanding
General Outcome #2 – Students will listen, speak, read, write, view, and represent to comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print, and other media texts.
2.1 Use Strategies and Cues

• Use prior knowledge • Use comprehension Strategies • Use textual cues

• Use phonics and structural analysis • Use references
2.2 Respond to Texts

• Experience various texts • Construct meaning from texts

• Appreciate the artistry of texts
2.3 Understand Forms, Elements and Techniques

• Understand forms and genres  • Understanding techniques and elements

• Experiment with language
2.3 Create Original Text

• Generate ideas  • Elaborate on the expression of ideas • Structure texts
General Outcome #3 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view, and represent to manage ideas and information.
3.1 Plan and Focus

• Focus attention (patterns, topics, audience)

• Determine information needs      • Plan to gather information
3.2 Select and Focus

• Use a variety of sources   • Access information   • Evaluate resources
3.3 Organize, Record, and Evaluate

• Organize information   •  Record information    • Evaluate information

• Share ideas and information   • Review research process
General Outcome #4 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view, and represent to enhance the clarity and artistry of communication.
4.1 Enhance and Improve

• Appraise own and others’ work  • Revise and edit

• Enhance legibility  • Expand knowledge of language  • Enhance artistry
4.2 Attend to Conventions

• Attend to grammar and usage • Attend to spelling

• Attend to capitalization and punctuation
4.3 Present and Share

• Present Information  • Enhance presentation  
• Use effective oral and visual communication 
• Demonstrate attentive listening and viewing
General Outcome #5 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view, and represent to respect, support, and collaborate with others.
5.1 Respect Others and Strengthen Community

• Appreciate diversity  • Relate texts to culture

• Celebrate accomplishments and events  • Use language to show respect
5.2 Work Within a Group

• Cooperate with others  • Work in groups  • Evaluate group process
Some Leah Short Answers to Questions about Teaching Writing:
1. How do I best initiate writing?
• writing from observation feel of an artifact (toy, sculpture, tool, instrument, etc.)

• listening to/writing during a piece of music/– 60 beats to minute  (sounds)

• looking intently at a picture, portrait, drawing—art as the prompt

• writing from smell (herbs and spices for instance or tastes – remembered (lemon) or four sensory taste samples (salty, sweet, sour, bitter)

• structured free-writing from a given stem [It was a dark and…; tigers are…]

• writing with your students and putting all writing in a portfolio


(working portfolio and performance/show portfolio)

2.  What do students know? – ask them for other samples of writing; talk about writing and what is easy and hard for them…Know – Want [Wonder] – Learn (KWL) 
What should I expect? 
• That one-third should be personal writing, one third should be literary writing and one third should be expository writing

• That they engage in the writing activities at whatever level 

they can [a word about Shame and Blame] and progress from their current level.  

• That the writing process and the editing process should not happen  at the same time [Am I looking at writing (ideas, thought, information) or editing?]

• That writing is difficult and frustrating but also a way to get at truth, express real feelings, emotions, knowledge, understanding, communication and that writing by hand on command may not be possible for all….

• That writers improve by writing (yes and reading) so give lots of writing every day, every class.  [time, enthusiasm, co-participation]

• That writers need opportunities to write in all kinds of genres/forms:

a. narrative   b. description   c. explanation (definition)   d. classification
e.  comparison and contrast    f. process (procedure)   g. summaries

h.  reports       i. argument    j.  persuasion  k. memos  l. letters

• That I write when the students are writing

• That I set up conditions that enhance writing: focus, music, light, quiet…

3. How do we achieve continuity from one grade level to the next—and within each grade level?
• Meeting before September and like today and decide/share workload

• Having a writing plan for the year so all kinds of writing happen

• Looking at the curriculum – e.g. Five general outcomes: Monday =#1…

4. How do you encourage students to brainstorm?
• provocative statements /prompts free-writing, conversation (not much)

• “waifs”?…prompts –they may not want to SPEAK but just write [ a word about safety –opt out/private papers/file cabinet/journals/FOIPP]

5. How do we improve quality of writing?
• by writing  • by separating writing and editing  • choice of topics

• immediate feedback   • real audiences  •  relevant topic to children

6. How to we get them to write down what they are thinking? [“Properly” express…]
•“improper”, informal, uncensored,“wrong”, “bad” (dignity) first  • INVITE  them 

7.  One-to-one editing in large classes?: Self, peer, parental—not all pieces, selection…

Developing Better Writers in Grade 4, 5, 6

1. Writing together as a community of teachers  -- teaching from within
2. “The Curriculum” for Grade 4, 5, and 6 Language Arts and Teaching Writing
3. Best theory about writing practices – look at our best writers and best teachers
4. Best strategies about writing and the teaching of writing
• writing workshops, portfolios, the “Net” , “publication” – class anthologies, book making, kids’ publishing…

5. Difficulties in teaching writing: shared experience, wisdom, and encouragement
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
Generic Writers’ Workshop Organizational Pattern:
1. Focussed prompt visible from entry into the room – paper, surprise…
2. Talk about the prompt and the writing task for the day –goals, outcomes…
3. Free-writing independently, then self-reading and highlighting of writing
(ALL write during this time, teacher included)

4. Workshop time 
• students write alone or with a partner

• students read their writing aloud—alone and with peer or teacher (rotate)

• students rewrite (still the WRITING process) until they can’t improve 

the ideas, content, information—satisfied, THEN…

5. “Convention” work / editing with a marking rubric – self, peer, other…class editing experts and oral readers for consulting (shifting responsibility)
6. Rewrite correcting, formatting, public copy, one for working portfolio
7. Checklist in portfolio (they write in the titles of their work and the form/genre and once a week, they choose the best sample of writing to go into their Showcase Portfolio for grading by the teacher.  [Rotation so you never mark more than 8 a day, and usually just 4 or 5. Once a month—one best piece.]
Best Theory about Teaching Writing 
1. Write every day (about real feelings, real events, real information)
2. Provide prompts, time, conditions conducive for writing
3. Teacher writing with students produces best effects
4. Writing for a real audience (share/ “publish” product)
5. Notice the stages of the writing process and give time for each
6. Separate writing from editing; separate evaluation from both, after
7. Talk with real writers; read good writing; read from each other’s writing
8. Encourage students to have two portfolios: Working and Showcase
Writing instruction involves teaching about three main things:
1. Forms of Writing: expressive, poetic, transactional, persuasive, narrative
2. The Writing Process: pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing, sharing, publishing
3. Skills in Writing: spelling, grammar, capitalization, punctuation, handwriting
A balanced writing program which contributes to the world includes three general categories of writing:

1. Personal writing: which increases knowledge of the self (recounts, journals…)
2. Literary writing: narrative increases knowledge of other (response repertoire)
3. Expository Writing: which increases knowledge of the world

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-


Peer Editing and Self-Editing of a Single Piece of Writing

Empathetic reader and helpful editor with questions are good metaphors:

BEFORE READING:
1. What was your purpose in writing this piece?
2. What are the good things about this piece of writing, that you as a writer like?
3. What parts of this writing were hard for you? What didn’t you like?
4. What plans have you for this writing now?  Is this ready for your showcase portfolio?
5. What would you like me to notice, focus on as I read this?
6. Would you like me to read it out-loud to hear how  it sounds to know if you did what you wanted to do or if you need to make changes?  Would you like to read it to me?
Am I being a reader or an editor this time?
AFTER READING: --always read for content first! 

1. My reaction to this piece….I feel …..I thought about….
2. Things I think you did well ( develop character, set mood, give suspense, shift perspective, create effective images or pictures, interesting vocabulary…)
3. Questions I have…..I didn’t understand the part ….Could you write a bit more about….because I wonder……
4. My suggestions to make this even better…writing, sharing, publishing.
A quick way to respond is “two stars and a wish”: 


I liked... and I liked... and I wish…

Evaluation: Half for process; half for product; see provincial examples too.

Formative:

• Documentation of Process: (Writing log, free-writings, minimum number of entries, at least two pieces of finished work, self-evaluation or reflection about the process)

• Assessment of Quality of Product: Content, mechanics, risk-taking, presentation

Summative:

Give Opportunity for Practice at Province Wide Examination Writing Sections.
The Net: Share “Kidpub” sites, author sites, literary prize sites, use your students for this.


